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SVDD cameras will not make roads safer Issue 28, August 1999 £2.0D
New camera system betrays “accident blackspot only” promises Inside this issue

New “SVDD” cameras, recently given Home Office approval for use on U KC
. X L . . . onference Report 2
motorways, will do nothing to reduce deaths and injuries. All they will achieve ig to ) , ,
accelerate the downward trend in driving standards attributable to the facile “spelétf reality of bus travel in Warwicks. 2
kills” campaign, whilst creating a climate of fear for responsible road users. “Dear Mr Prescott...”
Unlike Gatso cameras, the new system works by reading the number plate of every pgssingpen letters to the Deputy PM B
vehicle and timing it between two points up to a mile apart. An almost limitless number ffe\y style cameras Y
tickets can then be issued by a computer linked to the DVLA registration database. Itis al egfd lett 5
that they are to be introduced on the M2 in September, but the ABD has received conflifti %ur e_ er.s
information from sources within the DETR, the Highways Agency and the Police randirfg@mpaigning News
from outright denial to confirmation. Norfolk
When speed cameras were first legalised in 1991, assurances were given that they W otor News
be used as a deterrent to a minority of dangerous drivers at speed related accident blackspo
not for gaining mass prosecutions on open stretches of road.

The new SVDD cameras kill these already———————
sick looking assurances stone dead. A syste@fficial lies precede SVDD

which works by measuring average spee i i
over a mile cannot be used in an accide nnouncement Dl‘lveI’S to pay tWICe
blackspot, only on open, unobstructed, highFor about a month before the official for NHS

grade roads. announcement in the media of SVDD,

In fact, this system appears to have beerumours of its existence were rife. EmailCar insurance premiums are likely to rise by
designed with one purpose in mind - the rigidsystems around the country were buzzing a&7% following the Government's decision to
imposition of the 70mph motorway speedfriends forwarded the leaked information to“claw back” from insurance companies the
limit. Once this has been achieved, thesach other. So the ABD investigated. Wecost of hospital treatment for road accident
motorway limit can then be reduced to 50mpHhphoned the Department of the Environmeniasualties. Since drivers already pay for the
on entirely spurious environmental grounds Transport and the Regions, the MetropolitalNHS through income tax and National

»

eeting dates 6
The Last Laugh 6

a long term aim of the anti-car lobby. Police and the Highways Agency. All deniedinsurance Contributions this is not, of course,
There are no safety grounds whatever fothe existence of SVDD, just one week in“clawing back” it is straightforward double-
introducing this system on Britain's roads.advance of the story breaking. charging; yet another scam dreamt up by

Our motorways are the safest roads in Britain  Now where else was it that every rumourpolitically motivated, anti-car zealots in
and amongst the safest in the world. Mostvas given credence but governmenWhitehall and Westminster.
fatalities involve HGVs which are already announcements were treated with contempt? An ABD spokesman took part in a

mechanically limited to 56mph and so canno®h yes, the Soviet Union, wasn't it? lunchtime ’phone in on Thames Valley FM
be speed related. The ABD would urge the ] ) ; on this issue. There was a great deal of support
government to abandon any plans for thes\CCidental inflation? from callers about drivers being targeted yet

e ABD has soundly debunked the oft—ggsg)r;'rt.-rhe following  points drew wide

repeated claim of anti-car campaigners that Why drivers? There are more deaths in

“speed causes a third of accidents”. Mos
recently (OTR, April 1999) we revealed thatLhOemlomsutgilg Totgf roads, so why not load

%/RL report 323 found that excessive speed Complexity. If a drunken cyclist crashes

.- . > A
as a definite contributory factor in just 4.3 /°into a sober driver travelling at 30mph, who

is at fault? This is a lawyers’ charter to print

money - cases could rumble on for months.
- This is just another example of the

government having a go at drivers and taking

cameras and instead spend the money
improving the standards of competence o
Britain's drivers.

Observation, anticipation and car control
are all vitally important in safe driving, yet
they are seldom mentioned in road safet
campaigns. Instead the only messag

drummed into drivers is the simplistic “kill -
Unfortunately some government officials

your speed”. are not satisfied, even with the “one third”

Speed is only one factor in safe, effective. . . o .
driving - yet it is emphasised at the cost of alel'eé 23&22“9 indulged in a little inflation of

other elements, elements which are actuall Richard Brunston, Assistant Chief money by stealth. The ABD is the only group

crucial to a driver’'s ability to use speed standing up to them.

correctly. This obsession with speed and spee%onStable of Cleveland, was quoted in the

limits therefore shoots itself in the foot. ally Mail as saying that "More than 3000 Fraa parking for MPs
people die in road traffic accidents every year,

The revenue motive two thirds of which are down to speed”. MPs appear to have exempted themselves
It is worth recalling that “Metline” the in- Whilst in Hampshire, Councillor Roger from the workplace parking charges soon to
house magazine of the Metropolitan policdViorris, Chairman of the Basingstoke Roadhit businesses and thelremployees across the
stated in March 1999, “Speed cameras apaety Councilwas quoted in the Basingstokéand. A DETR spokesman denied this but the
@nd North Hampshire Gazette of 30th Jundill says that “no penalty charge notice will
“Speed is the predominant factobe issued” in respect of non-payment of

of accidents.

present have their limitations but when thes -
can be overcome they will be a sure winnefS Say!ng,

for raising revenue”. in nearly all road accidents...” parking charges in the Palace of Westminster.
Such a poor grasp of the facts is surely In Edinburgh, MSPs have each been

New address, tel. no. or email? unacceptable for public officials holding allocated a parking place regardless of
Make sure you tell us! positions of authority and influence. whether they want one or even own a car. For
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m for safe speeds to become internalised rathér. . .

than imposed from the outside. The Association of
a city which is as anti-car as Edinburgh, itis The paper was received very well indeeg e :

stunning that this is allowed when drivingwith several delegates coming up afterwardg BfltlSh Drivers
and parking for everyone else is being madwith the general comment “we didn’t agree| On The Roadis published by Pro-Motof
more difficult. with everything you said, but there was a l0y a company limited by Guarantee ahd
of good stuff in there - let's meet up and tall registered in England under no: 29457p8.
Conference Report at a later date.” This included a Police officer
and a number of county engineers and road
: : safety officers - a couple from Suffolk! One
Institute of nghway delegate made the comment “we were

For contact details see:
www.abd.org.uk/contacts.htm

Incorporated Engineers expecting a bloke in a red suit and horns - byt
i there was a lot of sense in your presentation.
SympOS|um 1999 Although there were many things |
Mark McArthur-Christie reports: disagreed with at the Symposium | came away
At the request of one of Thames Va”eyextremely encouraged by the fact a) that Wej

Police’s traffic officers, | was invited to beenfmv:cted alt a:l andthb) fjhe}t outr melss?g
represent the ABD at the IHIE's national V@S far from fost on ine delegates. 1 alsq
symposium on Speed Management. This Wa@ade several very useful contacts for us tp
the IHIE’s first event of its kind, and formed use in the future.
part of the Institute’'s professional
development programme for its members. ITP Report

Each speaker, ABD included, had the . L .
chance to speak for 30 minutes with theBusmg it in Warwicks
audience of around 150 having the .
opportunity to ask questions afterwards. Thé&tichard Dredge reports:

aim of the day was to hammer out a policiyarwickshire County Council recently
statement for the Institute and it was extremelyejivered a leaflet called “Improved Bus

encouraging that we were asked and had thgeryices” to householders. Believe it or not
opportunity to speak. does contain information about the genuinely

The symposium organiser booked me&mproved bus services available to me. Befor
several months ago under the title of “Speedqw there was no bus service at all.

Management - Curse of the Driver” - atitle | g example, if | want to go to Malvern

promptly changed to “The intemalising of (apout 25 miles away) | can now get a bus o
speed limits”. My main points were: the first Friday of every month, as long as |

* Transport and speed management havgan get to the bus stop to catch the bus. THe
moved up the political ager_1da in recent yearsgy g stop is only three miles away. There's n

* The 3 Es of Education, Enforcementmention of prices, but | would doubt it would
and Engineering have now focused almostost more than £10 for the return trip. The
exclusively on speed management, or ORnly downside that | can see (apart from the
reducing drivers’ speeds. __ inaccessibility, infrequency, inconvenience

* The evidence for this emphasis isang cost) is that | have to catch it at 9.20 an
ambiguous, and even were it the case that th@turn at 1.15, bearing in mind the bus doesn
1994 TRL report "Speed, Speed Limits andyet there until 10.15. Three hours doesn’

Accidents” was accurate in asserting thakeem enough to go to town when you can d
speed is a contributory factor to 26% ofjt only once a month.

accidents, this still leaves 74% of accident Incidentally, the leaflet covers the genera
causes unaddressed. Other evidence indicatggg where | live. Although there are bus

that speed may, in fact, be a contributoryseryices each day from one or other of thI
factor in fewer accidents. . villages in the locale, there is only one bus

* There needs to a be clear shift towardsyeek from my village. That goes to the
internalising speed limits through improvedsmajlest town anywhere in the UK (Tenbury|
driver education and training - starting WIthWe”S), which is nine miles away. The fact
the driving test and continuing throughtnat it's only on Tuesdays, and that becaus
drivers’ road careers. there is only one bus there and one bus bagk

* We know that this approach works yoy have a maximum of two and a half hours
because there are many fleet driver training doesn't matter. That's because the place |s

stats that show clear post-training accidenso small there's nothing to buy and nowher
rate improvements. Motorcyclists' accidentq go anyway.

rates have also decreased (except in the last
two years) with better training. ITP Analysis
* It is not possible to calm or camera ) )
every road; however, training and educatiorintegrate: to bring tOgethgr anq plend into
internalise speed limits and, in effect, fit speed Whole. (Wordsmyth Online Dictionary)
limiters to drivers’ heads - they know where  Having given some thought to this | have|
they can “make progress” safely and whereome to the conclusion that our friend
they need to slow down. Mr Prescott either misunderstands the
* The only way to improve safety over meaning of the word ‘integrate’ or has
the whole road network and for all drivers isseriously misnamed his policy. Anyone
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wishing to travel may choose from a varietydon’t because it makes me shudder whendnd, if your Integrated Transport Policy
of methods and, in a truly integrated transporstep onto a train and look at the headrestslocument is to be believed, taxes for owning
system, each would have its own role to playsmell that unmistakeable ‘train’ smell, anda car in a town.

I would be the first to applaud if “School trip over a half full disposable cup of coffee.  These central government plans are set
Run Mum” did not feel the need to block theBuses are not dissimilar, in my experience. lalongside local authority measures you have
roads with Discoveries and Volvos twice ais absurd to expect people to pay large sumsncouraged, designed to restrict car use. These
day. | would also be more than happy to takef money for this level of ‘service’, include traffic restrictions, higher car parking
the train when | go to London, as driving andparticularly when you add in the fact thatcharges, closed roads, planning designed to
parking in London is not something | many people who commute to London don'tause rather than alleviate congestion and
particularly enjoy. Buses, | am sure, wouldeven get the opportunity to rest on one of théardline parking enforcement.

have a valuable role to play if they could berevolting seats, as the trains are so Inshort, the caris being deliberately made
prevented from belching out clouds of filth overcrowded they have to stand. as unpleasant to use as public transport.
every time they pull away. They are useful But what does the government do to |need my car. Because of the coincidence
for transporting children to and from schoolsresolve this problem? It does not spend thef a number of factors | am unable to live
and moving people around large cities. Otvast sums of money raised from taxing driver;ear my office, which is 35 miles away. If |
yes, in the ideal world, public transport wouldon improving the public transport system,wanted to use the bus | would have a total
have an important role in a truly “integrated” subsidising it, and making people want todaily commute of 6% hours. This assumes
transport system. use it. It makes using the roads even morthe bus can be relied on to arrive at the stated

But, before those who want us all out ofdifficult and expensive by introducing road times. The bus is no alternative to the car
our cars start cheering and claiming that evetolls and preventing access to city centreseven for a basic single destination journey at
ABD members are anti car, let me reinforceEvery budget sees an increase in duty oset times - so how will it cope if | have to
that an “integrated” transport system wouldmotor fuels. The motorist is being given plentyleave the office to travel to a meeting, perhaps
also have plenty of room for the car. of stick, but where is the carrot? Thecarrying equipment?

In the first instance, it is utterly impractical government is only exacerbating any problems  Professor Goodwin may tell you that
to expect public transport to work effectivelyby adding to congestion, and increasingstopping people travelling into cities to shop
except to transport people from and to larg@ollution by preventing the traffic from boosts trade, but using my car in Oxford has
cities, and move them around efficientlyflowing freely: A bus lane on the M4? | restbeen made so inconvenient that, in common
within those cities. In less populated areasny case. with many of my friends, | no longer spend
there is not enough demand to make public An integrated transport policy, surely, ismoney shopping there.
transport pay, and the car is by far the mosbne in which each form of transport, including ~ When | am forced to use public transport
practical and convenient method of gettingthe car, is affordable and has its own role téd am always disgusted at its unreliability, how
about. play. Let us see Mr. Prescott investing somdilthy it is, how overcrowded it is and how

In addition, if you want to carry luggage, of the billions we give him each year on allextortionately expensive it is - | am even
it is far easier to put it in your boot thanforms of transport. It can work, but not thecharged an additional £14 to travel from

attempt to get it onto a bus or train. Manyway he is going about it. Oxford before 0900 - in other words, exactly
studies, published by the ABD, have also when | need to. Your own Audit Commission
shown that the car is not quite the instrumenDe€ar Mr Prescott... admitted this earlier this year in its report

of environmental Armageddon that theO n letters to John Pr it “All Aboard”. May | make a suggestion -
government would have us believe. Oh yes; pen letters to Jo esco without any sense of sarcasm, malice or irony?
the car has a valuable role to play. Dear Mr Prescott, Please use public transport - just for a month
Mr. Prescott knows these things. He also | have noted with mounting concern the- for all your journeys. Please experience at
knows that public transport in this country isLabour party's growing anti-car stance. Undefirst hand the enraging powerlessness of
horrendously expensive, dirty, andLabour | already pay an additional £130 awaiting for a bus that is ninety minutes late
inconvenient. | said earlier that | would beyear in fuel taxes alone, despite there beingith no means of contacting the bus company.
happy to take the train to London, but | don'tno viable alternative to my car for my daily Please see for yourself how you are forced to
| don't because it is cheaper for me and mgommute to work. Under Labour | am nowhand over a double fare because you want to
wife to drive to London and park for the dayfaced with banded VED (I will pay more travel before 0900. Try to plan your business
under Hyde Park than it is to take the train. because | drive a large, efficient,day around having to allow more contingency
environmentally-friendly diesel), taxes tothan travel time because services cannot be
drive in towns, taxes to drive on the motorwayfelied on. Stand on the train because it is

Ve
Delta Computer Services
“Making the most of IT”

- Training for web developers

- Training for computer users
- Documentation authoring and design

- Application development: database, spreadsheet,
publishing and mailing systems etc.

- Uninterruptible power supplies (UPS)
\_[] 01206 240120 __ http://www.deltacom.co.uk ___/
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already so packed that you cannot move - ledt 20-25% capacity they are more of a threat
alone sit down to work. And perhaps worstto public health than cars will ever be, and
of all, waste time you could be spending withwe would all do more for the environment by
your family because you are using a systerdriving our car.
of transport that simply does not work or fit ~ Your Integrated Transport White paper;s
in with life in the late 20th century. appears to explain all this as you want to us;*
Once you have done this you will realisetransport as part of your plan to achieve ¢
why your anti-car policies - so popular with fairer and more inclusive society. This is just
academics and transport planners - are s euphemism (spin doctoring) for
unpopular with ordinary people. It is quiteredistribution of wealth by stealth taxes, and
simply because every penny on car taxespdirect ones to keep to Manifesto promise
every new car restriction scheme, every cutnfortunately it is misguided and won't work.
bus service, every late train takes away theiFirstly more and more people know about th¢
choice, their money, their time and theirspin factor and don't accept what the DETH
freedom. Your anti-car plans have gone togays any more. Secondly all these hikes i
far already - it's time to stop. fuel duty, road tax and parking fees will
Mark McArthur-Christie  impact most on the lowest paid, who - like
me - refuse to do the equivalent of visiting a
Dear Mr Prescott launderette when we have our own washing
| have just turned on the TV to find an Machine.
interview vslith yourself in which your usual  The recent Audit Commission report Al '?1erzigdg;vr;s;s?r?]teg]Zr:t?ror\lf/e?g(;?stoefn?sn Zn(g
warning of imminent gridlock and (implied) Aboard’ showed that public transport undef s the cameras are “front-facing” with infra-
worsening pollution were aired. your leadership is a shambles. You aré;led capability, the driver of theg car will be
This was, according to data | have - somélienating tens of millions of car drivers, and ‘sible Fi)n an Y, hotoaranh. thereby providin
from the DETR itself - a misrepresentation of¢ féw newspaper articles saying how mUCthe roof )'Ehpat isg nFc)Jt, availa{)lloe fromg
the truth. Statements made about the preselieu love cars like everyone else - love taxmgi:onvgntional Gatsos of who was driving the
situation and its causes during this intervieV\]ihleir c:wnerz tr)notrr(la '1‘(2,' Won’ttwash. | anl&ar 9
were what you wanted viewers to believe @S0 pl€ased by the AA's recent campaign 10 i i iqi
not what is gctually happening. tell motorists that in every £10 spent on fuel,"na-r?ne 2r?(;”(geCSR?(;?;hlrl1lc()lecl)y tﬁ) ruesaed gﬁ:&gr
1998's traffic survey showed that trafficOVer £8 (now £8.27 | believe) is tax. Iatgs gThis is a ver wo?ryin change of
on major urban routes had declined by 1% ofPisgraceful. At least now more people know’?echnblo and muyst rai)éegeven gmore
the year, so gridlock is further away, notthe ruth. uestionnglbout the potential abuse of the
imminent. However | agree that car drivers Sorry to tellyou that your interview didn’t %formation that can Ee collected by these
like myself are experiencing longer delaysConvince me, except not to vote Labour a{cameras It could be that everybody gets
but this is due to DETR policy, both nationalth® next General Election. hotoarached. reqardiess of anv “offence”
and devolved. Local authorities, at the behest Ann Rigpy ~ PI0700TEPIEE, 169 y '

i k Thus allowing the authorities to build up a
of the DETR through its policy devolvement, database of where everyone is at any time.
are closing more roads than ever, introducin Gatso Watch There ardwgecivil liberties implications
unwanted pedestrianisation schemes whic here, not least the presumption that you're
are opposed by people and ruining towrNew-style cameras on Al14 going to commit an offence, which runs

centres (Stroud, Henley on Thames, Lichfield, - counter to the British tradition of “innocent
Oxford and many more). Roads are bein%n the Al4 between Huntingdon andémt” proved guilty”.

narrowed and obstructed with spurious bufF@mpridge some new front-facing camera

expensive road fumiture, traffic managemenf!ave been introduced, in addition to the Wop1 gatgag
officers go in the press to say that makind:onventlonal Gatsos that have been mounted

drivers' lives hell is their job and enjoyable®" the central reservation for some time. Ther& member makes the following observations
(through 'gating’ of traffic and introduction @€ at least three in each direction, mountedbout the gatsos on the northern stretch of

of traffic systems designed to cause delay!? the left of the carriageway. _ the AL
for private transport), and the road repair _Th€ camera boxes have two circulary i ing qown the A1 last week, | was struck
backlog continues and is always badly?"ifices pointing at oncoming traffic, one of o gifference in the positioning of the Gatso
managed. Hence the growing delays, du@f’h'Ch is red. There are spged measureme glmeras on different sides of the border.
either to direct DETR policy or traffic I!nes on the road - three quite close together Those in Northumberland seemed not too
mismanagement at local level. like Truvelo - but these are located next to aft; there aren't that many, and they seemed
We are told that air pollution is part of the camera and are not in the field of view Ofo be in places that looked like they might
dhe camera orifice. well be accident blackspots.

the reasoning behind your war against th

motorist, yet the DETR's own data shows — In Scotland however the positioning
that air quality has been improving since 1991 Speed Limits - How they are seems crazy. There is one for example on a
and is forecast to go on improving well into| set and your Right to Object straight, flat bit of dual carriageway near
the millennium with no sign of a downturn, The ABD h dan inf " Tranent; furthermore, the camera is largely
due entirely to car emissions technology Acteion Pacsivﬂtﬁasreets 3Et'?n°(;$;|'ve hidden by a bridge. Many of the cameras are
Buses, on the other hand, your apparent . positioned such that they are on the only
; . the process by which Local Author- . . .
favourites (M4 bus lane - ask the Primg .. L ; straight bits of road for miles around;
L . . ities set speed limits, and the rights . ) )

Minister about that_dlsaster) are filthy [ 4t every member of the public has presumably the intention is to deter any
polluters. The National Environment| , gpject to the imposition of new or overtaking (or at least overtaking in the safest
Technology Centre has shown that an average reduced limits. The pack costs £5 to spots).

diesel engined bus generates nearly 40 timesnon-members, but is available  free to
the NOx gases as a single modern petrgl members. Please send a large sae,
engined car, and over 120 times as much stamped (26p) to: The Editor, PO Box
particulate pollution. As buses run on averagg 3151, West Bergholt, CO6 3JH.
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House, 80 Haymarket, London SW1Y 4TELet ministers lead by example
Letters -
_“ or by calling 0171-747-4777. Sir - Could not the ABD challenge all cabinet
Parking charges and enforcement Those who think, as Mr Ackermann does,inisters to do without their cars (or taxis)

. : . that Councils look upon motorists as ‘walletsty. 5 month? Their security guards could
Sir - With reference to Keith Ackermann’s gn \wheels’ should check out ProMaSS (Pr%ccompany tﬁem on the bug/tr%;\in. We have

letter regarding parking, in the last issue of\otorists and Small Shopkeepers) a .
OTR, | would commend to him the recentIYWww.pro-mass.co.uk. ProMaS% Warfzts to)fieldt(sj?)ei{]ft(\;\r/c;:;them doitasagesture. Letthem
published report of the Transport Committee:angidates for the London Assembly next '
for London (TCfL) which includes the year on a ticket to revoke ‘decriminalised
obse.rvations of the Chief Adjudicator of theparking‘ regimes enforced by local councilsBig Brother’'s ways
Parking Appeals Service. The theme of hefather than the police. According to ProMaSSsir - | have recently been nicked for 100 mph
report is that councils h_aveaduty to act fairlymotorists are now seen by London localn a deserted Mway at 0100 hours in clear
and appellants have indeed won landmarkythorities as lucrative *bounty’ to be chasedand dry conditions. This was the M5 between
victories when cases have been referred ignd harried at every turn in pursuit of profit. J5 and J6 using a laser gun from an over
the High Court for judicial review. It also wants any money that is made byyridge. The police seem to be concentrating
Bexley Council had a clause in the Ordetcouncils from parking enforcement to beon this area at night. This is likely to be a ban
regulating its off-street car parks that requireqnvested in car parks for local shoppingjrrespective of my 50k miles average per year
that vehicles be taxed. A motorist so penalisedentres rather than traffic managemenpyer 32 accident free years. Yet the Police
appealled to the Adjudicator and won, but théneasures or public transport. are anxious for the co-operation of the General
Council would not accept the decision and | am working on a website to disseminatepypjic ... they certainly know how to alienate
went to the High Court for a judicial review. jnformation on parking regulation and newtheir law abiding supporters!
Atthe High _Court itwas ruled the.‘t the Counc.”deVe|0pmemS in parking. | hope eventually  The new cameras shortly to be introduced
was ‘ultra vires' (acting beyond its powers) ino be able to offer advice to motorists whoyijl OCR your number plate and hook up to
insisting on the requirement. It was alsoyant to challenge parking tickets which theypyLA for the registered owner; this will
pointed out that the Order said that vehiclesee| they have unfairly received. It will be at happen only if you exceed the limit. There is
must be taxed but the parking ticket said thagww.parkingticket.co.uk - watch this space.nothing to stop all traffic, irrespective of
the vehicle 'failed to display valid tax disc'. John Squires  speed, being recognised a’nd logged by these
There was nothing in the Order to say that the device's So every movement one makes can
tax disc must be displayed! Double payment for NHS b - >0 every : :
e o . e traced. Since these devices are likely to be
In another celebrated case a motorisSir - The original idea of the NHS, as 'operated by contract with operating
appealed against Lambeth Council oveunderstand it, was to provide free treatment o moanies, if you have a company vehicle
undersized parking bays and won. So theo all who needed it, for which we all pay tax.q registerc’ad owner could pay for information
message is that there is redress providedhave no problem with that, and I'm quite gy, the Jocation of the vehicle at any time
motorists are prepared to challengehappy to pay the tax and NI. Now, however, " | iarestingly, allegedly during the testing
unreasonable conditions and inefficientwe still have to pay the original tax and NI, of this device b)’/ the Police some years ago
handling of representations. AND we have to pay for the job ourselvespy, o would not release registered owner ,
The TCfL’s report singled out for criticism (through insurancegndwe have to pay tax
obscure and ambiguous traffic managemendn that, so instead of paying one lot of ta
orders, unclear signing, and councils that dichnd getting something for it, we're now paying, o they apparently not subject to the same
not properly consider motorists’ representfor it ourselves and payirtg/olots of tax for ~¢ongiraints and surveillance as the rest of us?
ations in a timely manner. The number ofwhich the government gives us sod-all in Who said George Orwell was wrong? '
motorists electing to go to appeal has risemeturn! Dave Cowdéll
much faster than the increase in the number And don't forget we now pay tax on . i .
of parking tickets issued in the Capital butinsurance premiums, so the government get'§°t the Association of British Drivers! - Ed.
still only represent less than 1% of ticketsan additional benefit. Is it my imagination, or
issued. Copies of the report can be obtaineds something wrong somewhere?
free of charge, from the TCfL, New Zealand Chris Lamb, Staffs

Lance K Green

details on a staggering 5% of plates
*ecognised. Who are these owners and why
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A fine (anti-car) city talks with Norfolk County Council, the do exist”. They also say that “more careful
| thought you might be interested to hearCountrys_ide Agepcy, the British management ofvgrges and the_ircutting unld
about more anti-car lunacy, this time in theMotorcyclists' Federation, the East of Englanmelp to affect driver perceptions of Q_wet
City of Norwich. De_velopmentAgency and his local MP, Dadean_es (and henqe speed) and benefit the
Just over a year ago one of the mainroad:s)r'or', As wgll as these Alan has beerenv[ron'ment.”.So it Woulld seem that they are
through the city centre - “Castle Meadow” _negotiating with local branches of the CPRE abdicating th.elr responS|b|Ilty to Keep hedges
was closed to all but buses and pedestrianlsA.‘M- the constabulary and also the Easterrcut, as by doing this everybody will be forced
This was an “experimental closure” to lastDaily Press - at least this paper has a coupke slow down as they cgn’t see any'ghing!
for one year. | must admit | was slightly of cor_respondents wh<_) are happy_to take the The document continues by saying ‘.‘road
suspicious when large expanses of tarmac ABD line on local traffic .and road issues. closures would be useql (probably sparingly)
both entrances to the road were painted red It's _obV|oust not just Alan Wh_o is to prevent through traffic” and_goes on to say
to ensure no one could mistake it for anythinggtruggl_'ng_ to make_ any hgad\_/vay in _hls“Junctlon Iayoqts would be_ adjusted to de_ter
but a bus lane, but nonetheless an experimeﬁ?mpa'gn'ngv but his te_nacny is cgrtalnly_(or Warn)_traﬁlc from turning unnecessarily
it apparently was. something to be admired. As with allinto a Quiet Lane”. It's good to see our road
What did this closure achieve? Well, buseSampaigns, the greater the input the loudemetwork is in safe hands.
travelling along this road at rush hourthe voice - so if you are from this area a few With vociferous groups like the Cyclists
probably gained a couple of minutes by nc){etters_ to the local media V\_/ouldn't go am|ss;Tour|ng Club, S.ustrans, Transport 2000 and
having to queue along with the cars. Fajspecially _thg Eastern Daily Press who ar€PRE involved it's a pretty safe bgt that they
enough, but the queues along here were nevagnerally |n_d|fferent to Alan's _approaches.won’t take no fo_r an answer. Th|s is why
especially bad, and | might also add that th&le campaigns on all ABD issues, butAIgn needs hglp in his campaigning - a lone
buses effectively had their own bus lane alon onceqtrates on road sz?\fety issues, road spaeeice in the yvllderness won’t be hea}r_d above
the inside of any traffic anyway. llocation and exploding the car and theall the shouting made by the opposition!

Pedestrians were probably less at risk todZnvironment myths.
Because Alan writes so many letters he

although the area is not particularly c .
pedestrian-heavy because the main shops a9tS quite a few in return. A recent one fro Pro-Motor News
concentrated in other pIeasantIyNorff)Ik Police ad_mltted that the c_>n|y way of
pedestrianised areas of the city and in thg0Ving forward is to educate drivers -ra'-[herMeetingS
shopping mall which tunnels underneath thd"an impose unrealistically low speed limits -
road in question. A pedestrian crossing i¢"€ Problem is that they are being over-ruledche  ABD meeting scheduled for
also provided above ground to keep thing®Y Politicians at all levels. Unless motoristsgeptember 18th 1999 has now been
safe for those on foot. shout louder the politicians will only listen to rearranged toOctober 9th 1999 and the
Meanwhile, the remaining traffic was 90UPS such as Transport 2000BC and thRoyember 6th meeting has now been
forced to detour along the only other availablddestrians Association - not renowned fogcheduled forDecember 4th 1999 Both
route, merging in with other traffic already in SP€aking up for the motorist. . these meetings are at The Heritage Motor
this area. This bottleneck caused appalling. W€ all know about Helen Brinton’s centre, Banbury Road, Gaydon. Agendas and
queues, sometimes leading to previously clearountry Lanes Bill, but Norfolk County times will be available nearer the dates.
junctions much further back through theouncil Want'to bring the|r own scheme in,
system becoming blocked. People spenﬁja"ed the leet Langs Project. One presumes
longer in their cars, going nowhere fast andn€ lanes will be quiet because they will be Web sites
creating more pollution. de_sqrted for most of the time. As_ usual _th
Twelve months later on I'm sure you canPriefing paper talks about the project goingThe official e-mail address for National
guess the outcome of this experiment. Yes2head only if there is support for it, thenMotorists Association Australia Inc. is now
the experiment quietly becomes permanenf:SSumes for the rest of the paper that it wilaussiemotorists@justicemail.com.

even though a survey conducted for the Citftll 99 @head without any opposition. In therp o0 is an interesting little survey about road

Councillors revealed that just over half of the riefing paper supplied, the Council talk Oftraffic signs at

small number of shop owners on the road in€"couraging verges or hedges in some places

question and a vast majority of pedestrians where none exist now” and “more sensitivettP://www.aerg.sunderland.co.uk/roadsigns

yes, pedestrians! - questioned in the area safjanagement of those hedges and verges thHlis is a research project by Sunderland
' . University to “see if poorly designed signs

they would prefer to see cars allowed through : : »

- are causing accidents”.

again! ) _ _
still, Councillors know best, eh? ABD - Drive for ProMass is an excellent, pro-car site at

lan Eveleigh. . -
an Eveleig Membershlp WWW.Pro-mass.co.uk

- - ABD Member C S W Gould has an excellent
Campalgnlng The Government is taking decisions letter in this month’s Classic Motor Monthly

which affect you as a motorist. Your which you can see at

Norfolk gzsret?’;?sciozzvv"v?”et are under http://www.classicmotor.co.uk/letters.htm

Alan Dale, one of our more active members| Itis vital that we build on the current

has been campaigning on various issues sin¢e,, pji i
public mood against the government
well before the ABD was founded. and its policies. The Last Laugh

Alan runs an organisation called the

deraft Advi I ; d it i SO encourage your friends and The summer edition of Advanced Driving
an cra ,fﬂ\h\{lcel Patro .S'erwcs, an 't.l,'s colleagues to join the ABD and help contains a letter from a police driver called
ecause of his letter w'r|t|ng that Brazil's| i, the campaign to protect our A Hayes, containing the following remarks:
ram&‘orests are s_hrlnkln_gk.] Alan hte)ls contact$ freedom from further assault. “Speed limits are not set by picking a number
(an many run-ins) wit Just about every Contact the Membership Secretary or out of a hat. They are set for lots of reasons,
group in the Norfolk area - if somebody wants e and a speed that ‘vou' think is safe is
to do something road related Alan will be orf 96t the application form from our web . a sp Y -
: . .] site (contact details are on page 2). obviously not, otherwise the speed limit would
the case instantly. He has been involved in be higher.”
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